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Rocky Knolls 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 03-12-2004 



-

-

ABSTRACT 
WA-I-423 
Rocky Knolls 
Funkstown Vicinity 
private 

19th Century 

This building complex provides an example of a 
late 19th century farmstead in Washington County, Mary
land. The buildings are not the original structures on 
the farm, having replaced those which burned. The land, 
however, appears to have been settled from an early date 
and includes grants which were made during the mid and 
late 18th century. During the first half of the 19th 
century the farm was owned by members of the Breathed 
family who were prominent in Washington County at that 
time. A Breathed family cemetery is located on the prop
erty. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This farm house is located at the end of a private lane leading in a westerly direction 
from Route 40-A, south of Funkstown in Washington Colmty, Maryland. The house stands on 
an area of relatively level ground and faces east. The farm consists of limestone land · 
situated between the Antietam Creek and Route 40-A. 

The house is a two story, five bay brick structure resting on low fieldstone foundations. 
A frame one and a half story, two bay wing is attached to the south end of the rear or west 
elevation. 

The bricks forming the walls are laid in American bond at all elevations with, generally, 
six courses of stretcher bricks between rows of headers. Flat arches of brick are present 
above the windows. A massive one story front porch which appears to date from the early 
20th century extends along the front elevation of the house. The porch showing elements 
of the Greek Revival Style is supported by doric-form pillars with square posts at the 
corners. A balustrade extends along the top of the porch above a decorated frieze. 

Windows in the house have narrow rolmded frames which hold two over two pane double hung 
sashes. Hinge pins set in the frames indicate that shutters were present at one time. 

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the front elevation. It has trim which 
appears to be contemporary with the porch. 

The roof is covered with slates and extends beyond the end walls. Brick chimneys are 
located inside each gable end. 

South of the house are barns and other agricultural buildings. Also present are ruins 
of what appear to be stone barn foundations. 

The buildings are in good to excellent condition and stand on a tract containing 145.6 
acres. 

The owner of the farm has stated that the buildings were originally located along Route 
40-A. Destroyed by fire, they were rebuilt at the present site during the late 19th 
century. A cemetery located on the property is a burial plot for the Breathed family 
with grave markers dating from the early 19th century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This building complex provides an example of a late 19th century farmstead in Washington 
County, Maryland. The buildings are not the original structures on the farm, having replaced 
those which burned. The land, however, appears to have been settled from an early date and 
includes grants which were made during the mid and late 18th century. During the first half 
of the 19th century the farm was owned by members of the Breathed family who were prominent 
in Washington County at that time. A Breathed family cemetery is located on the property. 

In a deed dated December 18, 1847, John Breathed and others, presumably heirs of James and 
Frances Breathed sold the farm, then containing 203 acres to Isaac Breathed (IN3/93). This 
deed suggested that the farm was acquired in various transactions involving parts of the 
tracts ''Kelly's Delight," ''Town Hill," ''Kelly's Chance" and ''Kelly's Prospect" which were 
coiweyed by William Breathed, et al to James and Frances Breathed on March 14, 1810. Also 
it Jded were two small tracts, "Safety" and ''Breathed' s Desire" surveyed for John Beard on 
Fei>ruary 13, 1811> and conveyed to James and Frances Breathed. Additionally conveyed was 
part of "Jeremiah's Chance" which Jeremiah Cheney deeded to Edward Willis, November 14, 1812, 
who in turn conveyed part of the ground to James and Frances Breathed. 

In his will probated January 19, 1858, Isaac Breathed who had substantial land holdings in 
Washington County and in Virginia, left this farm to his son John w. Breathed. (Will Liber E/ 
404). The will suggests that Isaac Breathed was not living on this farm at the time t!he 
document was written. The attached information on John w. Breathed which is published in 
Williams' History of Washington County, indicates that he did not live on the property either. 

On March 27, 1866, John w. Breathed sold the farm, then containing approximately 150 acres to 
William Brosius (IN19/377). Brosius in turn sold it to David Sprecher in October of the same 
year. (IN19/125). In 1868 the farm was purchased by Elias Rowland who owned it for nearly 
30 years, selling it in 1897 to Daniel R. Doub (LBN2/334, 106/341). It remained in the Doub 
family until 1923 when it was sold to George Martz (165/159). The farm was then purchased 
by Harvey J. Leatherman (173/272). In 1933 the farm was acquired by Donald B. and Katherine 
s. Mullendore (184/208, 193/293). It has remained in the Mullendore family to the present. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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